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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RETAIL SALES TAX FUNDS
FISCAL YEAR 2020 (JULY 1, 2019 – JUNE 30, 2020)

GENERAL INFORMATION
In August 2006, the City of University City levied a one-quarter (1/4) percent sales tax on retail sales to be used for economic development purposes.  This revenue is based on the amount of sales tax generated through point of sales within the City limits and fluctuates from year to year.  

Through the Economic Development Retail Sales Tax (EDRST), funds are being invested in University City programs and projects that encourage the physical and economic redevelopment of major corridors, improve infrastructure, support existing successful business districts, and enhance efforts toward business retention, expansion and attraction.  The use of revenues generated by the tax are generally for project administration,  land acquisition, infrastructure, water and wastewater treatment capacity, matching state or federal grants related to long-term economic development projects, marketing, training, equipment and infrastructure and other specified uses.  Please refer to the “Funding Priority Guidelines” for additional information relating to the use of funds.  

A nine-member volunteer Economic Development Retail Sales Tax Board helps to oversee the use of the EDRST and serves in an advisory capacity to City Council.   City Council will award funds at the August 12 City Council meeting.

WHO CAN APPLY
The EDRST is generally open to any organization, with priority given to non-profit and City sponsored projects.   To be considered for funding, please complete and submit the attached application.  Organizations requesting funds for multiple programs or projects must complete a separate “Section 2:  Program or Project Information” for each funding request.  

FY2020 EDRST APPLICATION CALENDAR

	DATE
	ACTION

	April 22, 2019
	Issue application

	May 31, 2019
	Application Deadline

	June 3-14, 2019
	Staff reviews applications & makes recommendations

	June 14, 2019
	EDRST Board Receives Applications

	
June 18, 2019 -  6 p.m.
	Public Hearing & Presentations by Applicants to EDRST Board

	
July 11, 2019 – 6 p.m.
	EDRST Board makes final funding recommendations to City Council.

	
August 12
	City Council & EDRST Board meet to discuss funding and City Council makes final funding awards.
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APPLICATION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RETAIL SALES TAX FUNDS
FISCAL YEAR 2020 (JULY 1, 2019 – JUNE 30, 2020)

Directions.  Please complete all sections of the application.  If a question does not apply to a project, please indicate “n/a” for not applicable.  Please refer to “Economic Development Retail Sales Tax Board Funding Priority Guidelines” for guidance.  Applications should be submitted by May 31, 2019 to Libbey Tucker, Director of Economic Development, City of University City, 6801 Delmar Boulevard, University City, MO  63130 or ltucker@ucitymo.org.   For questions call 314-505-8533.  Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered for funding.
 
Application Date: May 29, 2019				

Project Title: Commercial Façade Improvement Program

SECTION 1:  APPLICANT/ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

1. Applicant/Organizational Information

Name of Applicant/Organization: City of University City, Director of Economic Development

Contact Person and Title: Libbey Tucker, Director of Economic Development

Mailing Address: 6801 Delmar Blvd, University City, MO  63130

Phone Number: (314) 505-8533

E-mail Address: ltucker@ucitymo.org	

Website: www.ucitymo.org

Organizational Officers (Provide Name, Address, Phone and e-mail of at least three.  Provide Articles of incorporation and letter or status):

a. Gregory Rose, City Manager	

b. Libbey Tucker, Director of Economic Development

c. Adam Brown, Planner



Type of Entity:
	Sole-Proprietorship
	Corporation/Partnership/Limited Liability Company
	Not for Profit Organization
	Public/GovernmentX


501(c) 3:
	Yes	No	If no, list type of entity:

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) or Women Business Enterprise (WBE):  
· Yes	[image: ]No

2. Applicant/Organization Background 

Describe the applicant/organization history and mission: 

University City (City) is an inner-ring suburb on the western boundary of the City of St. Louis, Missouri. The City is located in St. Louis County. It ranks third and sixth with respect to total population and assessed valuation in St. Louis County. The City was founded by Edward Gardner Lewis and was incorporated in 1906.

The form of government established by Charter is Council-Manager. The City Council is the legislative and governing body of the City. It consists of six Council members and the Mayor, all of whom are elected by the residents of the City. Council members are elected from three wards to serve four-year staggered terms. The Mayor is elected at large and serves a four-year term. The City Council and Mayor appoint the City Manager and City Clerk, and enact legislation to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the City. The City Manager directly supervises all City government agencies and departments, except the Library, while also serving as chief advisor to the City Council. 

The City is considered a residential community with a diverse population. There are about 35,000 residents (U.S. Census Bureau 2017) and 18,000 housing units in the City.  The population density is 6,000 inhabitants per square mile. The area of the City is approximately 6 square miles.


Describe the applicant/organization programs and activities: 

The City provides a full range of municipal services for its citizens. These include public safety (police and fire), streets, sanitation (solid waste), culture and recreation, public improvements, community development, and general administrative services. 

The Director of Economic Development is responsible for pursuing strategic initiatives in regards to economic development, business attraction, retention, and support, and marketing and promotion. 








If the request is from an organization, please provide proof of organizational support for the application (i.e. letter from organization on official letterhead, meeting minutes, etc.).  



SECTION 2:  PROGRAM OR PROJECT INFORMATION

3. Program or Project Summary (attach additional sheets if necessary)

Description of the Program or Project.  In addition to a detailed description of the project, include a summary of the need for the program or project, goals and objectives, partners, and how the program or project meets any City plans or policies.  

Please see Program Outline (attached). The Program addresses the physical infrastructure of commercial properties and corridors throughout the City. University City has a large number of small, independently owned businesses. The City also has aging building stock, much of which could benefit from updates or improvements. This is particularly clear in the Olive Blvd Corridor, which is the target of redevelopment. The Program seeks to incentivize private owners and businesses to contribute to the redevelopment of these commercial properties, which will lead to further business attraction, retention, and contribute to the health and success of University City’s economy.


Describe the number of part-time and full-time jobs to be created by the specific request and average wages for these jobs.

It is difficult to estimate the number of jobs the program would create. Studies show that improvements to façades lead to increased commercial sales. The cumulative indirect effects of improved aesthetics in a commercial corridor should also attract more businesses to the area and create new job opportunities. 


Define the expected outcomes of the project, milestones and how the project success will be measured.

Given the requested $150,000 for three years, the Program can be expected to fund an average of 10-20 projects per year, or 30-60 projects over the three year period. The Director of Economic Development, in coordination with the Director of Communications and the Department of Planning and Development, will market the program and solicit projects from the City’s various business corridors. The outcomes will be continued improvement to these corridors. Repaired parking lots, new signs, painting, tuck pointing, landscaping and other improvements will, in and of themselves, measurements of success. The number of projects and private investment can be tracked, and qualitative and quantitative data can be gathered by following up with the participating businesses.









Program or Project Location (Attach photos of location or site, if appropriate):

Any commercially zoned building in University City will be eligible (see zoning map).

Program or Project Timetable:

The Director of Economic Development is seeking approval for three years of funding at $150,000 per year. The maximum matching grant for each project will be $15,000. The program is first come, first serve, and will be re-evaluated after three years. If funds run out in a given year, applications will continue to be accepted and held for the following year. 


Type of Funding Request (check all that apply):
Project
Program
Other (such as marketing, legal, professional services, grants or loans to companies for job training)


Total Budget:

Amount of funding requested from EDRST: $450,000 (over three years).

Is this request anticipated to be a one-time request or multi-year?  If multi-year, please provide additional details, including anticipated future funding request, project details, and any other helpful information.    

See project description.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Complete and attach form EDRST B-1 with budget cost summary.



I CERTIFY THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS APPLICATION IS TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.



_______________________________________________________________________________
Name of Applicant Organization


_______________________________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature 								Date
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