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What is the next step for the City in helping flood victims?

The City is pursuing grant funding from the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) to purchase the 26 homes located on the River Des Peres side of Wilson Ave.  The cost of this action alone will cost over $4 million, with the City bearing 25% of the costs or $1 million.  

We are also asking the US Army Corp of Engineers to include all homes in the five (5) year floodway and at least half of the homes in the ten (10) year floodplain in their study, which will recommend future buyouts.  Buyouts will take a significant amount of time because the City’s match under the Corp plan would be 35% and it will take at least one year before the plan is even approved.  The Corp recommends also flood-proofing , which is described briefly below.  
The City is working with Great Rivers Greenway to reroute the Centennial Greenway trail along Wilson to be landscaped in such a manner that will reduce somewhat minor flooding.  The beautification of this area will increase the values of the remaining homes on Wilson.
What if a homeowner objects to the buyout? 

Because of the substantial risk to the health and safety of the residents on the riverside, the City is pursuing buyouts of all 26 properties.  If a homeowner objects to the buyout with the SEMA grant funding, which will pay the pre-flood appraisal value of the home, the City will pursue condemnation proceedings in Court.  The value established by the Court will be the amount paid.  If a home is condemned and the City is forced to go through the court process, the entire buyout could be delayed.  Also, the homeowners forced to sell through condemnation are not likely to receive as much money as if they agree voluntarily to be bought out. 
Why are the residents on the riverside of Wilson Avenue being bought out versus any of the other September 14, 2008 flood victims?

After many years of study by the US Army Corp of Engineers and the high insurance claim rates, it was our determination that the riverside of Wilson is “ground zero” when the River Des Peres overflows its banks.  We know that there are at least 148 homes in the 5 year floodway just in the Corp study area that flood nearly as often, and even more north of Olive and south of Vernon that have not been studied.  However, the Corp recently made clear that the only way to prevent future flooding for the riverside homes on Wilson is for those homes to be bought and demolished.  The citizens who live in those homes face the most significant health and safety hazard of all and it is imperative to remove that hazard.  Given the fiscal limitations of the City, it could not go beyond the 26 homes and begin the buyout of the next tier, who also face flood hazard.

When will the buyouts for the 26 homes on Wilson occur?

The City is making its grant application to SEMA currently.  We expect it will take at least six (6) months for approval.  If there are residents who will not agree to be bought out, the process may be delayed until the condemnation proceedings are completed.  The timeline will be much longer if this should occur. 

What if we experience another flash flood like the one we experienced on September 14, 2008?

Even with the buyouts of the homes on Wilson, there is no engineering solution to prevent the type of flooding that occurred.  The former owners of the homes on Wilson will be safe, but the remaining homes are, unfortunately still at serious risk.    The City strongly urges homes in the flood plain to carry flood insurance.  As you know, relief from FEMA/SEMA does not and will not ever make a resident whole when loss occurs.  

The City is looking into a flood warning system to alert residents of the possibility of flash flooding.  We are also putting together an education campaign of “what to do” and “what not to do” during flood event.

If we experience minor flooding, the City expects the improvements made to the riverside of Wilson will help.  The City hopes to work with Great Rivers Greenway to reroute the Centennial Greenway Trail from Balson to the riverside of Wilson where it will continue westerly on Shaftsbury.   We will work closely with Great Rivers to plant landscaping that will help absorb and filter water during minor flooding.
Where is the Corp study area?  What if I am not in it?

The US Army Corp of Engineers has been studying the River Des Peres between Mona  (south of Royal Bank) to Purdue, between Olive and Vernon .   Areas north of Olive and south of Vernon are not in the study area and will not be eligible for future buyouts under the Corp plan.  Regardless whether or not you live in the study area, if you live in the flood plain, the City recommends repairing your home to the extent possible with flood insurance and FEMA proceeds. Most importantly, we urge you to purchase flood insurance.  This is the only way to protect your belongings from future flooding.
Why should I rebuild if another flood will damage my property again?
That is a difficult question.  If you are not one of the homeowners who live on the riverside of Wilson, the City will not be in a position to assist you or buy you out for many years to come.  Even if the Final Approved Corp Study recommends buyout of all homes in the five year floodway and half of the homes in the 10 year floodway, the matching requirement for the funding for the hundreds of homes would be cost prohibitive.  It is a drastic step for the City to be acquiring the 26 homes on one side of Wilson.  At a time when the City’s budget is extremely tight, additional buyouts in the near term are unlikely.
It is up to you whether to rebuild or repair your damaged home.  If you received FEMA funds you must utilize the funds for such purpose.  

What about the Metropolitan Sewer District?  Do they take responsibility for this situation?

The Metropolitan Sewer District has taken the official position that it neither owns, operates nor maintains the northern branches of the River Des Peres.  Because of the combined sanitary sewer and storm water system will overflow with substantial rains, there is nothing they can do at this time to prevent sewer back up.  For those residents who only had sewer back (and no over land flooding) MSD paid out $2400 to all residents who made a claim by the claim deadline.  

The MSD had also assisted the City in paying for the Corp study and has periodically made improvements to the River Des Peres.  It is hoped that the MSD’s funding of past improvements will help the local match required for future buyouts under the Corp plan which could provide as much as $6 million in future match.
Because of pending litigation MSD is not likely to expound on their involvement. 
